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U.S.-Australia relationship. These student
placements are enhanced by the formation of
genuine friendships and the exchange of
views and ideas between the Australian in-
terns and their respective offices. | continue to
enjoy the interaction that frequently occurs be-
tween my Australian and American interns.
This, my colleagues, is how we build diplo-
matic relationships which will ensure that the
U.S. and Australia remain friends and allies for
years to come.

For the past two months, my office has had
the good fortune of hosting an amazing young
woman from Australia, Anu Ambikaipalan, who
is completing a double degree in law and
international studies at Deakin University.
Throughout the duration of Anu’s tenure in my
office, she has conducted herself admirably.
Her willingness to learn and contribute to the
legislative process through crafting legislation
for the state of Florida as well as nationwide,
has cemented a relationship indicative of the
one the U.S. and Australia have shared for so
many years. Anu has fast become an asset to
my staff and we will be sorry to see her go.

Anu is participating with 11 other very quali-
fied students. Emmanuel Rohan from the Uni-
versity of Queensland is in Representative
MIKE CASTLE’s office; Sylvia Gaston from the
University of Melbourne is in Representative
JAMES CLYBURN'’s office; Charis Tierney from
the University of Queensland is in Senator
MIKE CRAPO’s office; Nicole Woodmansey
from Griffith University is in Senator CHRIS-
TOPHER DoDD’s office; Clare Ashby from the
University of Melbourne in the office of Rep.
PHILIP ENGLISH; Anna Keenan (University of
Queensland is in Representative SAM FARR'’s
office; Nisha Sundaresan from Deakin Univer-
sity is in Senator CHUCK HAGEL's office;
Megan Bainbridge from the University of Mel-
bourne is in Representative JERROLD NADLER’S
office; Stuart Broadfoot from the University of
Western Australia is in Representative ILEANA
ROS-LEHTINEN’s office; Jennifer Grant from the
University of Queensland is in Representative
LORETTA SANCHEZ's office; Michael Ng from
the University of Melbourne is with the House
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee’s
majority staff.

As we move to acknowledge the seventh
successful year of this program, | would like to
commend the founder and director the Uni-
Capitol Internship Program, Eric Federing. Eric
is a former senior House and Senate staffer of
more than a dozen years, who successfully
combined his experience in Washington with
his extensive travels and lectures throughout
Australia into an ingenious program of diplo-
matic exchange through cultural appreciation
and understanding. | heartily congratulate him
on making his vision a reality. This program is
the right step in the direction of supporting our
young people who have a passion for and
commitment to civic engagement and public
service.

Over the years, my staff and | have greatly
benefited from participating in this program, as
| believe it continues to provide a unique and
important bridge between the United States of
America and Australia in many respects, espe-
cially in the arena of promoting people to peo-
ple relationships that are just as key if not
more than our military and economic relation-
ships. | have said this in years past, and | will
say it again: | implore my colleagues to partici-
pate in this worthwhile program when the op-
portunity is made available.
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IN HONOR OF MS. VINNIE MALLOY,
NEW YORK DISTRICT MANAGER/
POSTMASTER, UNITED STATES
POSTAL SERVICE

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 15, 2007

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, |, along with
Mr. RANGEL and Mrs. MALONEY rise today to
congratulate Ms. Vinnie Malloy on the occa-
sion of her retirement from the United States
Postal Service.

Ms. Malloy has broken many barriers
throughout her career, which has been
marked by excellence. From December 1998
until her retirement on February 2, 2007, Ms.
Malloy served as the 37th District Manager
and New York City Postmaster, the first
woman to hold that distinction. In this position,
Ms. Malloy was responsible for the delivery of
mail and customer service for millions of resi-
dents and business customers in New York
City. She managed 62 post offices, 46 stations
and 15,000 employees.

Ms. Malloy joined the Postal Service in
1969, at age 21, as a Substitute Distribution
Clerk in the James A. Farley Building. In the
years that followed, Ms. Malloy held several
positions in the Postal Service, including the
historic first female Tour Director and Mail
Processing Operations Manager in the New
York District, as well as first female Bronx
Postmaster.

Through mentoring and training, Ms. Malloy
has assisted and encouraged many of her em-
ployees to seek higher level positions. She
has one son and serves on the Senior Usher
Board of the Cambria Heights Community
Church in Queens, NY.

We are very grateful to Ms. Malloy for her
assistance with the hundreds of constituent
concerns we have brought to her attention
over the years. We wish every government of-
fice were as responsive as Ms. Malloy and her
staff have been. No matter how big or small
the issue, our constituents have always been
treated promptly and courteously. During her
nearly 38 year career, she has been com-
mitted to the residents of Manhattan through
her work in the United States Postal Service.

Ms. Malloy paved the way for other female
Postal Service employees, and is an inspira-
tion and role model for all women. For her
commitment to the Postal Service and her
community, it is our privilege to congratulate
Vinnie Malloy on her distinguished record of
excellence and achievement and upon her re-
tirement.

———

FREEDOM FOR RAFAEL BENITEZ
CHUI

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 15, 2007

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to speak about
Rafael Benitez Chui, a political prisoner in to-
talitarian Cuba.

Mr. Rafael Benitez Chui is a father of three
and a peaceful pro-democracy activist in totali-
tarian Cuba. Mr. Benitez Chui knows with
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complete certainty that Cuba must be liberated
from the nightmare that is the Castro regime
in order for his children and for all the children
of Cuba to be able to live in freedom, with the
ability to exercise their most basic human
rights. Because of his belief in freedom, de-
mocracy and a better future for his children,
Mr. Benitez Chui became a target for the ty-
rant’s machinery of repression.

As a result of the dictator's condemnable
March 2003 crackdown on peaceful pro-de-
mocracy activists, Mr. Benitez Chui, along with
his wife Migdalia Hernandez Enamorado, went
to a police unit in Guantanamo to protest the
arrest of two of their fellow pro-democracy
leaders, Manuel Ubals and Juan Carlos Her-
rera Acosta. Unfortunately, on March 19, 2003
shortly after arriving at the police unit, dictator-
ship thugs arrested both Mr. Benitez Chui and
his wife while they peacefully protested the
unjust treatment of their fellow human rights
activists.

Unfortunately, their peaceful protest was
justification enough for the communist regime
to incarcerate Mr. Benitez. On September 18,
2003, after 7 months confinement to a hellish
existence in the totalitarian gulag, 7 months
after his initial detention, Mr. Benitez Chui was
finally, in a sham trial, “sentenced” to 4 years
for the alleged crime of “contempt”.

Since his incarceration, Mr. Benitez Chui
has endured an inhuman horror in the dictator-
ship’s gulags. In 2004, he was severely beat-
en by regime thugs and robbed of his few per-
sonal belongings. When Mr. Benitez Chui at-
tempted to defend himself against the brutal
assault, he was placed in a so-called “punish-
ment cell”. These “punishment cells” are usu-
ally located in the basements of prisons, with
continuous dark conditions, no available water,
and a hole in the ground for a toilet.

Despite nearly 4 years of brutal, life threat-
ening conditions and continued psychological
torture, Mr. Benitez Chui has never wavered in
his commitment to the freedom of all the
Cuban people. He has never lost his hope that
one day his three children will live in a demo-
cratic Cuba free of the murderous totalitarian
regime that has oppressed Cuba for almost
half a century. Mr. Benitez is one of the many
heroes of the Cuban pro-democracy move-
ment who are locked up in the dungeons of
the dictatorship for believing in a better life for
the Cuban people, all of whom are trapped in
the horror of the brutal tyranny.

Madam Speaker, Mr. Benitez Chui is rep-
resentative of the best of the Cuban people,
their dignity and their thirst for freedom and
democracy. It is unconscionable, in the 21st
century, for the world to stand by in silence
while valiant men and women are caged by a
demented and vile oppressor simply for
peacefully expressing opinions. We must de-
mand the immediate freedom of Mr. Benitez
Chui and all the prisoners of conscience in to-
talitarian Cuba.

———

PROJECT BIOSHIELD MATERIAL
THREATS ACT OF 2007

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, February 15, 2007
Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, | rise

today to introduce the Project BioShield Mate-
rial Threats Act of 2007.
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The BioShield Program was created to de-
velop and procure medical countermeasures
against dangerous chemical, biological, radio-
logical and nuclear (CBRN) agents, The De-
partment of Homeland Security is responsible
for determining threats posed to our country
by these agents, and for taking specific steps
to protect the nation’s citizens from these
harms. While | fully support the mission of Bio-
Shield, the program has encountered several
problems since it was enacted nearly three
years ago.

One major shortcoming of the program is a
lack of efficiency in the assessment of threats.
Rather than examining each threat individ-
ually, we should be looking for ways to prop-
erly group these threats together, so we can
develop appropriate countermeasures to com-
bat multiple threats. My colleagues and | are
introducing this legislation to improve and ex-
pedite the Department’'s conduct of Material
Threat Determinations (MTD) and the more in-
depth Material Threat Assessments (MTA).
These MTDs and MTAs will promote a more
strategic use of our Nation’s resources when
procuring medical countermeasures and will
ultimately lead to a safer and better-prepared
public health infrastructure.

To date, DHS has completed fifteen MTDs.
It took well over one year to complete the first
six, but the pace picked up considerably since
a shift towards less in-depth risk assessments
of twenty-nine top threat agents listed by the
Centers for Disease Control. The Department
leveraged those risk assessments to more
quickly complete the next round of MTDs.
Soon the Department plans another round of
risk assessments that will include more chem-
ical agents. | hope this bill sends a clear mes-
sage to the Department that we in Congress
want to support and improve upon their recent
efforts.

Risk is assessed based on a combination of
threat, vulnerability, and consequences, and
we should encourage the Department to use
threat information contained in existing risk as-
sessments to inform and expedite the MTD/
MTA process. This bill promotes the use of
existing risk assessments if those assess-
ments are considered credible by the Sec-
retary.

Another way to both accelerate and lever-
age assessments is to conduct them in
groups, either by the physical or genetic simi-
larity of the agents themselves or the symp-
toms they cause. Countermeasures that ad-
dress more than one threat agent are com-
monly referred to as “broad spectrum medical
countermeasures,” and these should be the
gold standard for efficient use of BioShield re-
sources. We must move beyond the current
“One Bug, One Drug” approach we currently
use to the “One Drug for Many Bugs” model
that broad spectrum countermeasures offer.

Finally, we all know that time is of the es-
sence as we work to address those agents we
already know and ensure we are prepared for
emerging threats. The legislation | am intro-
ducing today requires all MTDs for CBRN
agents that the Secretary determines to be ca-
pable of significantly affecting national security
to be completed by December 31, 2007.

Madam Speaker, this bill will aid the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security in conducting
threat and risk assessments, which is the first
step to countermeasure procurement. We
must address those agents—known and
emerging, natural or engineered—that present
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the highest risk to our citizens, and we must
do it quickly. Passage of this measure will
help advance and improve that process, and |
urge my colleagues to join me in supporting
this legislation.

—

A TRIBUTE TO THE BIRTH, LIFE,
AND LEGACY OF BOB MARLEY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 15, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the 62nd anniversary of the birth,
life and legacy of renowned musician, cham-
pion of peace, and provocateur of thought;
Bob Marley. His music stirred emotions of
love; his life inspired the hope of peace. Feb-
ruary 6, 1945 marked the beginning of his
journey as an ambassador of humanity. Bob
Marley was with us such a short time, but left
such a rich legacy that on each birthday we
ask ourselves what greatness we would have
seen if he had lived a full life. We are sad that
he died so young and that after all these years
he would have just turned 62 this month.

Bob Marley’s international appeal is due to
his commitment to the unity of mankind. He
awakened the consciousness of society as a
spokesperson for equality in Africa and for the
poor and underprivileged across the world. His
efforts to shine a light on the darkest regions
across the globe gave a platform to the voice-
less to let their stories be heard. Bob Marley
was an activist of world peace, and he encour-
aged us that if we come together “we can
make it work.”

Bob Marley’s ability to empathize with the
plight of the poor and destitute is a char-
acteristic that we all must internalize. When
we are faced with the widening gap of the
haves and have-nots, with our neighbors af-
fected by Hurricane Katrina, and with the citi-
zens of Haiti and Darfur, we must have the
compassion and the courage to ensure that all
are given the opportunity to live fulfilling lives.

With the revolutionary spirit of Marcus
Mosiah Garvey, Bob Marley empowered us to
realize our inner strength and to continually
strive for spiritual maturity. His famous lyrics in
“Redemption Song” gave insight in over-
coming inner dissonance, advising to “Eman-
cipate yourselves from mental slavery, none
but ourselves can free our minds.” His convic-
tion to personal growth was seen in his com-
mitment to the principles of his faith, and his
unyielding desire for others to become fully
actualized human beings.

Having a special talent to recreate the
scenes of everyday life, Bob Marley gave us
the opportunity to experience the joy, love,
pain, and redemption that characterize our hu-
manity through his music. With a message
which transcends the reality of which he sung,
he speaks to us in this day and time as mean-
ingfully as he did when he lived, leading us to
reflect on the complexities of our world, and
the enjoyment of the pleasures in our lives.

His numerous awards and accolades reflect
his dedication to creating music and a mes-
sage unhindered by culture, race, time, or
space. He and his beloved anthem “One
Love” was voted as the most popular inter-
national song of the 20th century. Bob
Marley’s music lives on to remind us to strive

February 15, 2007

for peace in our society and within ourselves.
Because of his contribution to the world of
music and the consciousness of humanity, |
celebrate the birth, life, and legend of Bob
Marley.

INTRODUCING THE FOSTER
CHILDREN SELF SUPPORT ACT

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 15, 2007

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
introduce the “Foster Children Self Support
Act.” This bill will codify into federal law what
should be common sense: abused and ne-
glected children should not be used as a fund-
ing stream for states that should be acting in
the best interests of these extremely vulner-
able children.

In nearly every state in the country, foster
children eligible for Social Security benefits
because of a disability or the loss of a parent
are having those benefits taken by the very
state agencies charged with providing for
them. The “Foster Children Self Support Act”
would end that practice. Instead, it would re-
quire states to use a child’s Social Security
benefits to meet the immediate needs of that
child or set aside those benefits to assist the
child with transitioning to adulthood when that
child emancipates from care.

The Congressional Research Service (CRS)
estimates that approximately 30,000 foster
children (out of 500,000 nationwide) receive
either Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or
OASDI (Old Age, Survivors, and Disability In-
surance) benefits each month. Unfortunately,
hardly any of these children will benefit from
these funds. Nor will the children have the op-
tion to save the money as a nest egg for when
they leave care. This is because state child
welfare agencies routinely make themselves
the representative payee so that they have
control over the child’s benefits. Often, neither
the child nor the child’s advocate knows that
Social Security benefits are being sent to the
agency. Once the welfare agency controls the
benefits they are free to use them however
they please.

In this manner, state welfare agencies take
an estimated $156 million per year from foster
children. The practice has devastating con-
sequences, as evidenced by the case of
“John G.,” a foster child in North Carolina.
John was willed a house when his adoptive fa-
ther died of cancer. The house had a $221
monthly mortgage. Luckily for John he was
entitled to approximately $560 in Social Secu-
rity OASDI benefits. However, the child wel-
fare agency, who had made themselves
John’s representative payee, decided they
would rather keep the money than ensure
John had a place to live when he left foster
care. Just as his house was about to be fore-
closed on, John went to court. Currently, the
welfare agency is making the payments under
a court order. The future of John’s house is
still very much in doubt because the agency
has appealed and the law may not be on
John’s side.

Although John G.’s case is particularly egre-
gious, all foster children and former foster chil-
dren face tremendous challenges. Foster chil-
dren often enter care having suffered from se-
rious emotional, mental, and/or physical
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